BIDEN WIDENS LEAD 


Former vice president wins Florida, 
Illinois and Arizona primaries. A3 
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CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC 


Likely 1,000s of cases in state 


Trump moves to stem nation’s economic woes 
as businesses reel from shutdowns, cancellations 


By JONATHAN LEMIRE 
AND KEVIN FREKING 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Ahead of 
an expected surge in coronavirus 
cases, President Donald Trump 
on Tuesday moved to blunt the 
impact of the pandemic on the 
U.S. economy, fundamentally al- 
tered by a push for a nation to 
stay home. 

As the global markets fluctu- 
ated amid fears of a recession, the 
president conferred with tour- 
ism executives as well as restau- 
rant leaders, retailers and suppli- 
ers. His administration is ex- 


pected to propose a roughly $850 
billion emergency economic 
stimulus to address the free-fall 
while considering checks to 
American workers trying to 
make their way in an economy 
deeply unsettled by the outbreak. 

The death toll in the US. from 
the new coronavirus passed the 
100 mark on Tuesday after Wash- 
ington state reported six new 
fatalities, bringing the country’s 
total to 103. 

U.S. businesses large and small 
are reeling from shutdowns, can- 
cellations and public fear about 
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FILLING THE BENCH 


McConnell urges Republican judges 
to retire with Trump in office. A12 
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The day’s events 


> President Trump is 
expected to propose an 
$850 billion emergency 
economic stimulus. 

> Governments around 
the world struggle to 
slow the spread of the 
novel coronavirus. A5 

> Stock markets rally 
with president’s econo- 
mic stimulus plans. A6 
> All funeral Masses 
within the Archdiocese 
of Hartford have been 
suspended. B1 

> Connecticut received 
nearly 12,000 unemploy- 
ment claims Tuesday, 
bringing the number to 
30,000 since Friday. B1 


FEDS DROPPING CASE 


DOJ drops charges for companies 
accused of election meddling. A12 
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EARLY SUN ae 
AK Rain after midnight 
` with a high of 55. A2 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18, 2020 


Lamont says it’s not yet time for shelter-in-place 
order like one issued in San Francisco Bay Area 


By ALEX PUTTERMAN 
AND CHRIS KEATING 


Businesses large and small are 
closing and colleges are canceling 
commencements as the co- 
ronavirus continues to affect all 
aspects of life in Connecticut, 
where officials said Tuesday there 
were likely at least 6,000 cases, far 
more than the dozens that have 
been confirmed at state and 
private labs. 

Unemployment claims have 
surged, with 10,000 new filings 
Monday and 12,000 more on 
Tuesday. Lawmakers have rushed 
to prepare an economic relief 


package. Hospitals have begun to 
cancel elective surgeries and call 
former staff out of retirement. 

UConn announced Tuesday 
that classes would remain online 
for the rest of the spring semester 
and that the school would not 
hold commencement ceremonies 
in May. 

“We are in uncharted waters,” 
university President Thomas Kat- 
souleas said in an email to stu- 
dents. “I appreciate everyone’s 
willingness to be flexible, resil- 
ient, and adaptable in light of 
events that are well beyond our 
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Officials 
foiled by 
FS = | lack of 
aA testing 
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NO FUN OR GAMES 


A basketball court at Squire Village in Storrs is blocked by caution tape and notification that it is closed in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Many public spaces remain open, even as bars, restaurants, gyms and movie theaters were ordered closed on Monday evening. 
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By EMILY BRINDLEY 
AND DAVE ALTIMARI 
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State health investigators say 
there are likely thousands of 
COVID-19 cases in Connecticut, 
but a lack of widespread testing 
has led to a deceptively low 
number of confirmed cases and 
hampered the response to the 
pandemic. 

Although officials said the 
exact number of people tested is 
unknown, the figure is in the 
hundreds. Of those, 68 Con- 
necticut residents have tested 
positive for COVID-19, the dis- 
ease caused by the coronavirus. 
State epidemiologist Dr. 
Matthew Cartter said at a 
Tuesday press briefing outside 
the Governor’s Residence that 
the actual number of cases is 
likely 100 times the reported 
number. 

“There’s at least 100 people 
out there who have COVID-19 
for every single positive, which 
puts us around 6,000 or so,” 
Cartter said. “And that might be 
a low estimate.” 

In southeastern Connecticut, 
there are no confirmed cases at 
all — a figure that hides the deep 
concern state leaders are ex- 
pressing as the virus accelerates 
its spread across Connecticut. 

“Southeastern Connecticut is 
thankfully the last to have an 
incident,” Gov. Ned Lamont 
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State’s businesses adjust to new reality 


From curbside pickup to live-streamed workouts, 
companies evolve amid the coronavirus outbreak 


By AMANDA BLANCO 


As the coronavirus continues 
to impact restaurants, bars and 
shops across the state, business 
owners are rapidly pivoting busi- 
ness models to stay afloat in 
addition to providing whatever 
accommodations they can to 


consumers. 

After opening Knights Cigar 
Lounge in West Hartford just 
eight months ago, Peter Madero 
has quickly been forced to 
change his business model in 
order to continue serving cus- 
tomers in a safe way. 

Like “an UberEats for cigars,” 


Madero said the shop will offer 
local delivery within a five-mile 
radius, as well as curbside deliv- 
ery for those who feel comfort- 
able driving to the store but may 
not want to step inside. For 
customers who live further away, 
he plans to offer free shipping. 

“Were trying to remain cre- 
ative and optimistic,” he said. 
“Hopefully, things will soon go 
back to business as usual? he 
said. 


Joe Carabase, founder of the 
Melt Fitness Studios, which has 
locations in South Windsor and 
Glastonbury, also took to social 
media to share their new busi- 
ness plans with members after 
gyms were shutdown en masse 
Monday. 

“The best thing we can do for 
our society is to keep a level head 
and we can achieve that by 
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said at Tuesday’s briefing. “But 
we know it’s coming.” 
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Brady to Patriots: 
See ya later 


For two decades, Tom Brady 
was the face of the New England 
Patriots, and even of the NFL. 
When he turns 43 in August, 
however, his home address no 
longer will be in New England. The 
six-time Super Bowl champion 
plans to keep playing. But the 
centerpiece of the Patriots’ 
dynasty, the most successful 
quarterback in league history, 
says he is leaving the only pro 
team he has ever known. Brady 
posted Tuesday on social media 
“my football journey will take 
place elsewhere.” Sports, C1 
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Wheels For 
Wishes srn 


Make-A-Wish? 
Connecticut 


| Free Vahicke Pickup AMY WHERE 
“We Accec? All ¥ehicles Running or Mot 


wie Also Accept Boats, Meotoneycles & RV's 
*Fully Tox Deductible 


WheelsForWishes.org ^ call: (860) 249-8967 


Wishes is a DBA of Car Donation Foundation. 


